[Type here]

MEDLAR-with-WESHAM TOWN COUNCIL

Town Council meeting to be held on Tuesday, 22nd July 2024 2024
at 7.30pm in the Committee Room, Wesham Community Centre.

Minutes
PRESENT:    Councillor E Bickerstaffe (chair)

 Councillors: P Desmond, J Ledger 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Angela Hunter (Acting Town Clerk)

                              Jean Priestley (Finance Officer)

APOLOGIES:   Councillor Linda Nulty 
CODE OF CONDUCT AND STANDING ORDERS 

Members are reminded of the standard of conduct they must adhere to during Town Council meetings.  
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:
Members are reminded that any direct or indirect pecuniary or other interests should be declared as required by the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members. 

Standard declarations of interest by councillors 

Cllr Bickerstaffe - an interest in items relating to Wesham CE School (Governor).

Cllr J Ledger – an interest in planning (Fylde BC committee member)

Cllr L Nulty – an interest in issues relating to Mill Farm being a neighbour and an interest in items relating to Kirkham Food Bank.
24/070  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on 18th June 2024 be approved and signed by the chair.

Proposed by Cllr Ledger               Seconded by Cllr Desmond    All in favour
24/071  MATTERS ARISING – 
FBC councillors are actively supporting Wesham Councillors regarding the ongoing parking issues around Mill Farm match days.
24/072  CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLORS
a) Co-opting Councillors – New Councillor Philip Enright was welcomed to his first meeting.
Proposed by Cllr L Bickerstaffe        Seconded by Cllr J ledger           All in favour

It was agreed to re-advertise for the remaining Councillor positions through the summer.
Action – Angela Hunter
24/073  REPLACEMENT OF TOWN CLERK/COMMUNITY CENTRE MANAGER

Advertising post & recruitment – it was noted that 2 expressions of interest had been received. Acting TC - A Hunter had contacted the Reserve Applicants from previous interviews but they have now secured alternative positions & are no longer interested in pursuing the WCC/WTC role.
It was agreed to re-advertise for the remaining Councillor positions through the summer
Action – Angela Hunter

24/074  POLICING ISSUES -  
a) Crime Reports – police.org.uk website > area > PR4 3DR (WCC postcode)
b) Policing Issues – no items were raised by the Councillors
Cllr Liz Bickerstaffe raised concern regarding the cars parking close to the chip shop
Acting TC advised that the Bowling Club have raised concerns again regarding youths accessing the Bowing Green for Drinking/smoking etc activities.  Councillors were also advised that youths had been doing the same activities close to the Scout Hunt Entrance.

Councillors asked that PCSO Jake Giddins be asked to touch base with Wesham Council at the Sept Meeting. 

Action – Angela Hunter
24/075  PLANNING - Planning Applications –

24/0368 – Demolition of Buildings @ Mill Farm Sports village

Note: Wesham Council do not appear to have been sent the usual letter from FBC Planning asking for comments but this was on the planning list sent out 25th June 2024.

After discussion regarding this application & concerns raised by Wesham Councillors.  They commented that it was regrettable that these properties had been allowed to deteriorate particularly in line with Government information regarding re housing shortage issues.  Also this area is within the countryside area of the FBC MU53. 

It was agreed to send comments to FBC Planning – Andrew Stell.
Action – Cllr Jordan Ledger

Application:  24/0315  Mill Farm Sports Village   31/05/2024

MILL FARM SPORTS VILLAGE,  FLEETWOOD ROAD,  MEDLAR WITH WESHAM,  PR4 3JZ

APPLICATION TO DISCHARGE CONDITION 25 

(DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION & PHASING OF WATERBODIES) OF PLANNING PERMISSION 22/0616

Application:  24/0351  Mill Farm Sports Village   14/06/2024

MILL FARM SPORTS VILLAGE,  FLEETWOOD ROAD,  MEDLAR WITH WESHAM,  PR4 3JZ

APPLICATION TO DISCHARGE CONDITION 23 

(SURFACE & FOUL WATER DRAINAGE SCHEME) OF PLANNING PERMISSION 22/0616

It was agreed that Councillors to read both applications and circulate comments to be forwarded to Fylde BC.

Note:  No comments have been received via the clerk@wesham.org.uk re these planning applications
24/076  PLAYING FIELDS and OPEN SPACES – any urgent items?
a) Open Spaces Contract 
· Grounds maintenance – a SLA Review meeting with Robert Pickervance had taken place prior to the Town Council meeting

· Fill in border by side of car park - - RP done.
b) Fleetwood Road Playing Fields - to be discussed any issues raised
· Barrier at Entrance – Cllr Bickerstaffe reported that a couple of snag issues re latch & chains still need to be sorted.  Also signage regarding height restrictions needs to be sourced & fitted.
· Councillor Philip Enright expressed concerns regarding dogs accessing the children’s play area.

It was agreed that re-newed signage regarding Dog Fouling & No Access to the Children’s play also needs to be sourced



Action - Cllr Liz Bickertaffe & Angela Hunter
· Loose Bollard – one of the bollard has come out of the ground & needs to be re-set.
Action - Cllr Liz Bickertaffe
· Pavilion – The guttering needs replacing. 

· SLA Meeting with KJFC – Rent was agreed at £1600 rent for 2024 & to defer nay SLA meeting until Autumn 2024.



KJFC rent proposed by Cllr L Bickerstaffe     




Seconded by Cllr P Desmond   All in Favour




Action - Angela Hunter
c) Doorstep Green, Derby Road – 
It was agreed that a bench in Dog Walking area made of composite material should be investigated. Cllr Liz Bickerstaffe has a catalogue on benches & Cllr Philip Enright volunteered to measure the concrete plinth.
Action – Cllr Liz Bickerstaffe & Cllr Philip Enright
d) Street Cleaning in Wesham  
Councillors noted that Fleetwood playing fields area could do with tidying up.  There is also glass on the WCC car park.  As WTC are unsure whether these are on the cleaning schedule it was agreed to contact FBC cleaning department & ask for the Street Cleaner to give these area some attention.

Action - Angela Hunter
e) Allotments 
Wesham Councillors discussed that the allotments will require an inspection in the autumn.  It was also proposed that during the Autumn/Winter months that the Allotment Agreement was reviewed prior to its usual annual renewal late Jan 2025 to ensure compliance with any legislative changes.

Wesham Bowling Club
· SLA meeting – it was agreed to defer this until Autumn 2024.  

SLA annual charge was agreed @£1600



Wesham Bowling Club rent proposed by Cllr L Bickerstaffe     




Seconded by Cllr P Desmond   All in Favour


Action - Angela Hunter
· Toilet Access – issue to be discussed at Autumn meeting 2024
24/077 Highways & Railways
a) Mowbreck Lane resurfacing – complaints regarding surface have been received and forwarded to County Councillor Stuart Jones who will follow up.     
24/078 GOVERNANCE, FINANCE AND INSURANCE  
a) Financial Report for 2023-24 – it was reviewed & agreed.
Proposed by Cllr J Ledger 

       Seconded by Cllr P Desmond   All in favour
It was agreed to send a letter of thanks to Anne McNeillie for Independent Auditor check at short notice & to request Anne to hold a reservation for WTC Account Independent review service for next year’s Finance review.

Wesham councillors also thank & acknowledged all the work done by Jean in getting these sorted out following all the recent staff changes
Action - Angela Hunter
b) Accounts payable and income received report – it was proposed the report be accepted.

Proposed by Cllr Bickerstaffe       Seconded by Cllr P Desmond     All in favour

c) Accident and Incident Reporting – none
 24/079 Events – nothing for review at this meeting.
24/080  HUMAN RESOURCES

a) HR sub-committee – no update 

see comments in other sections of these minutes regarding HR issues.
b) Admin issues -  Cllr Liz Bickerstaffe has received the password info from Cllr D Nowell re handover
24/081  WESHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE 
a) Updates – Chiller unit installed & new glasses obtained by Tom B free of charge.
b) Community Centre Meeting  - to be arranged Autumn 2024 
c) Replacement of kitchen door – Cllr Bickerstaffe to contact contractor to arrange installation – deposit has been paid.
d) Bar bookings for Summer 2024  - the bookings were discussed and it was proposed they be accepted. It was noted that summer usage is reduced.
Proposed by Cllr Bickerstaffe          Seconded by Cllr Desmond    All in favour
24/082  OTHER 
a)   Website  - no update
b)   Action list – to be circulated
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:    17th September 2024

	Date
	Meeting

	Autumn 2024
	Town Clerk/WCC Manager interviews

	Autumn 2024
	WCC meeting 

	Autumn 2024
	SLA Annual review Wesham Bowling Club

	Autumn 2024
	SLA Annual Review – KJFC

	Autumn 2024
	SLA Annual Review – T Ascroft

	17th Sept 2024
	WTC Monthly meeting - September


Jean Priestley & Angela Hunter                              11th September 2024
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